
 

SERMON NOTES 
January 9, 2022 

Scripture: Acts 1:1-8, 8:1-3, 11:19-26, 13:1-3, 15:1-5, 

28:28-31 (ESV) 

“The Tale of Two Churches”  
Rev. Walt Coppersmith 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 1:1-8 

1. In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach,  

2. until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  

3. He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, 
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  

4. And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but 
to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me;  

5. for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now."  

6. So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?"  

7. He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has 
fixed by his own authority.  

8. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth."  

 

Acts 8:1-3 

1. And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great 
persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered 
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.  

2. Devout men buried Stephen and made great lamentation over him.  

3. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged 
off men and women and committed them to prison.  

 

Acts 11:19-26 

19. Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over 
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the 
word to no one except Jews.  

20. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to 
Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus.  

21. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed 
turned to the Lord.  

22. The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent 
Barnabas to Antioch.  

23. When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them 
all to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose,  

24. for he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many 
people were added to the Lord.  

 

 

Acts 11:19-26 cont’d 

25. So Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 

26. and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. For a whole year they 
met with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the 
disciples were first called Christians.  

 

Acts 13:1-3 

1. Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the court 
of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.  

2. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them." 

3. Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent them off.  

 
Acts 15:1-5 

1. But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, "Unless 
you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved."  

2. And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, 
Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go up to 
Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.  

3. So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia 
and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought 
great joy to all the brothers.  

4. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the 
apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them.  

5. But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, 
"It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses."  

 

Acts 28:28-31 

28. Therefore let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been sent to the 
Gentiles; they will listen."  

29. [And when he had said these words, the Jews departed, having much dispute 
among themselves.]  

30. He lived there two whole years at his own expense, and welcomed all who came 
to him,  

31. proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with 
all boldness and without hindrance.  

 
 
 

 
 

 


