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In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zacharias, of the
division of Abijah; and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was
Elizabeth.

They were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and requirements of the Lord.

But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they were both advanced in
years.

Now it happened that while he was performing his priestly service before God in the
appointed order of his division,

according to the custom of the priestly office, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple
of the Lord and burn incense.

And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the incense
offering.

And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of incense.
Zacharias was troubled when he saw the angel, and fear gripped him.

But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has been
heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name
John.

"You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.

"For he will be great in the sight of the Lord; and he will drink no wine or liquor, and he
will be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's womb.

"And he will turn many of the sons of Israel back to the Lord their God.

"It is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, TO
TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS BACK TO THE CHILDREN, and the
disobedient to the attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord."

Zacharias said to the angel, "How will | know this for certain? For | am an old man and
my wife is advanced in years."

The angel answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of
God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.

"And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day when these things
take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their proper
time."

. THE PERIOD OF SILENCE

A. Between The Old Testament Beginning Of The New Testament

B. The Old Testament Ends With A Promise Malachi 4:2

C. God Does Not Speak

Il. THE NEW TESTAMENT PERIOD BEGINS
A. Luke Has The Earliest New Testament History

B. The Three Other Gospels All Begin At Later Points

I1l. HISTORICAL PERIOD
A. Herod The Great Was King

B. Herod Was Not So Great

IV. ABOUT JOHN’S PARENTS
A. Both From The Priestly Family 1 Chronicles 24:1
B. Zacharias From The Order Of Abijah 1 Chronicles 24:10
V. ZACHARIAS AND ELIZABETH WERE RIGHTEOUS
BEFORE GOD
A. In Contrast To Those Seen As Righteous Before Men
B. How Were They Righteous?
1. Not sinless Romans 3:10; 3:23
2. Imputed righteousness of Christ Isaiah 61:10; 53:3-6

C. The Response Of The Righteous

WHAT IS YOUR RESPONSE?



